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Services, a NASA program established in 2006 to coordinate the delivery of crew and cargo to the International Space Station by private companies. But generally speaking NewSpace companies tend to focus primarily on consumers in the private sector. It is worth pointing out the existence to date of about a hundred of such enterprises, some of them have not yet really started commercial activities. Recent extrapolations of the trend curve point to a probable total of about 200 active private companies around 2030 (Ribeiro 2015).
As mentioned above the other major group of new actors in the new environment of space activities consists of the growing number of nations entering the stage. As spacefaring nations we understand those nations capable of independently building and launching craft into space. The list of spacefaring nations grew from just two in the middle of the last century to about 13 today, namely: Russia, USA, China, UK, France, Canada, Japan, India, Israel, Ukraine, Iran, North Korea, and South Korea. But far more significant is the growing number of nations with satellites (mainly communications, but not only) placed in orbit. This number grew from just 4 in 1962, the year in which UK and Canada entered the club of spacefaring nations, to 82 today. Evidently, this number includes not just those nations that did it with their own launching capabilities, but also those that used launching means of the spacefaring nations.
Returning then to our question: are we witnessing now a new space race? Probably not. This time is different, we do not have now the rush factor, there is not the desperate objective to come first. What we have is simply a redesigned configuration of the space scenario that certainly can be defined as the New Space Agenda for the first half of the 21 st century.
Undoubtedly, this new agenda appears as an excellent opportunity for companies focused on space activities, and this is even better if the nations that are at their home have technological skills for the deployment of craft in space. I was recently surprised by the news that the next nation to enter the exclusive club of spacefaring nations will be Argentina, which expects to gain space access in 2016 through the development and flight qualification of its launching vehicle project Tronador II.
It follows then the natural question: what is our position (Brazil) on this agenda and in this new scenario? What are our real chances to achieve in the near future the goal set about four decades ago of becoming a spacefaring nation? Obviously it is not my purpose in this editorial to analyze, let alone provide an answer to this disturbing question. But I would like to call the attention of our readers to an article published this year in the pages of Space Policy, with the suggestive title: "Brazil's space program: dreaming with its feet on the ground" (Moltz 2015). Indeed, a must read! The author, a researcher at the well-known Department of National Security Affairs of the Naval Postgraduate School (Monterey, CA), starts his reasoning with the sad (to us) statement that Brazil, placed among the world's top ten economies, is the only country that lacks either a national space launch capability or membership in a space-capable regional body like ESA. Still more vexing is our insignificant (regarding space capability) last place among the BRIC countries. The author also offers an interesting analysis of the factors that have held back Brazil in this field, some of which continue to influence its police today: apart from the obvious 'inadequate funding' , but also and importantly, 'conflicting organizations, poorly handled foreign relations, and an unclear vision for Brazil's place in space' . The picture that the author paints about the complex path that Brazil must tread toward becoming an effective member of the restrict club of spacefaring nations constitutes an excellent array of food for thought.
But fortunately not everything we see in the panorama of Brazilian space activities is so negative. I am witness of brilliant initiatives that give us great hope for the future, and wish to highlight the important role that the JATM has played in this context, a journal of high scientific and editorial quality, now indexed in Scopus among other few publications in the aerospace field, and recently upgraded by CAPES as B2 publication. I wish to congratulate the editorial board of JATM for this success, which constitutes an inestimable contribution to enhance Brazilian visibility in the new space agenda.
